
 

 

 April 16, 2015 Issue  103 

St. Matthew’s  

Episcopal Church 

 

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church   243 Barrow Street    phone  985-872-5057    

 

Hello friends: 

 

I trust all enjoyed their Easter break, and I hope that everyone got to soak up a little sun 
and spend some time with loved ones.  We are back in full swing here at Church and 
School and the next few weeks will be a mad dash to the finish!   

The ladies of the church have been working very hard in preparation for our hosting of 
the Diocesan ECW Convention.  On May 15, ladies from all across the Diocese will trek to 
Houma.  All are curious about our new church and school and so I know it will be great 
fun to  “show off” our new digs.  I remember once speaking with the priest at St. Mark’s, 
Gulfport, MS about his beautiful church.  His church was wiped out by Katrina and so the 
congregation rebuilt, a little further inland.  I went to see it one day, and when I re-
marked how beautiful it was he said, “Thank you, we’re all trying real hard not to be too 
proud of it!”   So I know we’ll all be trying real hard not to be too proud when our sisters 
in Christ come to check it out!  This will be a tall order, because honestly, it becomes 
more breathtakingly beautiful every day that passes!  The Rector will definitely need to 
work on the virtue of humility! 

I’m so grateful for the hard work and dedication that you all exhibit week after week, 
month after month, year after years .  Please be sure to check out the pictures in this 
newsletter.  You’ll see how our church nursery has been transformed to a warm and in-
viting place for our little ones.  Also, you’ll see pics of the beautifully decorated and re-
cently refurbished space in Tucker Hall, which has all been prepared for our youth.  
There are also wonderful additions in the corridor connecting the Parish Hall and School.  
Photos of the past rectors of St. Matthew’s (and the present one who is much less 
bearded) now hang on the wall.  Also, there’s a beautiful quilt that depicts the cypress 
church and many of its original windows.  Many thanks to Debby Fortier, Suzanne Alex-
ander, Martha Lynn Lewis, Joan Pustka, Becky Becnel, Hilda Blanchard, Beulah Rodrigue, 
Carolyn Lirette, Gail Duhe and all the ladies who are “making our house a home.”  Also, I 
want to again recognize Danny Lirette who works so hard seeing to the particulars of 
construction.  We all owe Danny a tremendous debt of gratitude.  So when you see him 
be sure and thank him.  (I know he doesn’t read this newsletter----so it’s up to you!!) 

See you in Church, 

Fr. Craig 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. Matthew’s  

Announcements: 
 
 Congratulations to Lee and Debbie Stiel.  Noel Deborah Stiel was born on March 6 to 

Kim and Leon.  She weighed six pounds and fourteen ounces and was 19.7 inch-
es.  This is grandchild #4!  Congratulations! 

 The prayers and sympathies of St. Matthew's are extended to Betty King and her 
family.  Her husband, Ron King, died last night at their home in Tennessee.  Betty 
was a parishioner here at St. Matthew's prior to their move to Tennessee, and for 
many years served at SMES as the director of the 3-year old program, and SMEC as 
the Christian Ed director.  Ron was often spotted on campus making repairs and see-
ing to things that needed doing.  May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful de-
parted rest in peace, and may light perpetual shine upon him. 

 Sermon:  Doubting Thomas 
 

 

 
 
 

Many thanks to Suzanne Alexander, Joan Pustka and Todd Maronge (shelf construction) who 
have completely redecorated our church nursery. The result is amazing! 

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53922377/Doubting%20Thomas.m4a


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St. Matthew’s  

Past Rectors of SMEC 

(Displayed in hallway) 
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SMEC Website: 

www.stmatthewshouma.org 

Partners in Faith: 

www.rebuildstmatts.com 

Morning and Evening Prayer 

www.missionstclare.com/english/ 

Links & Documents 

Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana 

www.edola.org 

SMES Website: 

www.stmattsschool.com 

SMES Dolphin Diaries Blog: 

http://smes.edublogs.org/ 

Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary! 

BIRTHDAY PRAYER 

Watch over your child, O Lord, as his days 

increase; bless and guide him wherever he 

may be. Strengthen him when he stands; 

comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; 

raise him up if he falls; and in his heart may 

your peace which passes understanding abide 

all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen.  

3-Bob Davis 

4-Lyle Lirette 

5-Tammy Cheramie 

7- Eula McElroy 

 8-Charles Dalferes 

14-Shanna Himel 

19-, Louise Dupont 

20-Rachel Boquet 

24-Corey Pellegrin 

25-Dixon Lewis 

25-Charleen Westbrook 

26-Bill Fortier  

26-Sandra Deroche 

29-Laura Kern 

29-Mike Niette 

29-Erica Polk 

30-Shirley Lirette 

4-Harold and Lydicia Belanger 

11-Chris and Bonnie Siegrist 

29-Lane and Anne Bates 

Barbara & Alex S., Kathy, Todd, Allison, Ann, Robert, Marie, Margaret, Frances, Sharon, Sybil, 
Marian, Dorothy, Johanna, Angelle & Taylor, Emily,  Rocelle,  Warren, John, Harold, Gordon, 
Andy, Fannie, Andrèe, Calvin & Rhea, Phil and Shirleen, Pete and Paula, Russell, Jennifer, Hunter, 
Karen, Tessie, Jeanette, Jordan, Tilley, Penny, Kellie, and our Partner-In-Mission sister parish, San 
Jose in Honduras.  We give thanks and pray for St. Matthew’s Episcopal School, Larke Leonard, 
Head of School, members of the Board, faculty, staff and students, our Parish Vestry and Build-
ing Committee. 

Prayers & Thanksgivings 

http://www.stmatthewshouma.org
http://www.rebuildstmatts.com
http://www.edola.org
http://www.stmattsschool.com/
http://smes.edublogs.org/


 

 

Church Construction Progress, 4/15/15 



 

 

SMEC Schedule 
April 19, 2015  

TEAM 3     

Eucharistic Ministers    Alex Ostheimer, Sandra Deroche  

Lector     Sybil Webb 

Acolyte    Kayleigh McNelis 

Eucharistic Visitors (EV)  Emilie Daye    

Ushers George Drury, Karen Chauvin 

Vestry Member on Duty Charleen Westbrook 

Altar Guild Shanna Himel, Gail Duhe’ 

Hospitality Karen Chauvin 

Homes Visited Today:   Kathy Ryan, Wilma Belviy 

 

Wednesday, April 22, 5:30PM – Healing Service – Hilda Blanchard 

 

April 26, 2015  

TEAM 4 

Eucharistic Ministers   Kathy Theriot, Jay Theriot 

Lector     Becky Becnel 

Acolyte    Hali Theriot 

Eucharistic Visitor   Beulah Rodrigue 

Ushers     Sharon Pontiff, Randy Knight, Anne Bates 

Vestry Member on Duty  Rob Alexander 

Altar Guild    Sharon Pontiff, Suzanne Alexander 

Hospitality    Hildegard Blanchard 

Homes Visited Today:             Ingree Guedry, Margaret Shaffer 

 

 

Wednesday, April 29, 5:30PM – Healing Service – Hilda Blanchard 



 

 



 

 

Literary Rally Results: 

Lola Steigner – 5th Grade Science 1st place   

Chloe Clemons – 6th Grade English  2nd place   

Triston Loney – 6th Grade  Science HM   

Tre Bourque – 6th Grade Math  HM   

Katarina Bazet – 7th Grade Science  2nd place   

 

Regional Social Studies Fair Results: 

Division 1 (4th & 5th Grade) 

LA History:  3rd Place in Group Projects:  Georgia Bice, Lola Steigner, & Lake Lewis 

 Sociology:  3rd Place in Group Projects:  Patrick Breaux, Katie Westbrook, & Anna Bascle 

 

Scholastic Book Fair:  Thank you to Marue for hosting the Book Fair, which was open from Sunday, March22 

(after service) throughout the week.  Grandparent Day Events for grades Pre-K through 3rd were tied into 

the Book Fair.  The Book Fair made approximately $12,500, of which the school earned $6,000 in Scholastic 

dollars.  Thank you to all who contributed. 

 

Encore Programs:  We’ve added two new after school enrichment courses to our Encore program.  

CODING AND ROBOTICS: SMES is pleased to welcome Sylvan to our after school enrichment program! De-

sign your own video game in the Coding & Robotics class! Students will learn the basics of coding and game 

design.   

TWISTED FITNESS YOGA AT SMES: The SMES after school Encore Program is proud to announce that Twist-

ed Fitness is now part of the line up!  Students will learn basic yoga poses, proper alignment, improve bal-

ance and flexibility, develop strength and coordination, and learn breathing and relaxation techniques. They 

will also play games, work in pairs, and complete activities designed to boost self-esteem.   

 

SMES News! 



 

 

SMES News Continued... 

 

Teacher Treasures:  As part of our St. Matthew’s Art Exhibition and Silent Auction, several of our faculty 

members are hosting “Teacher Treasure” events this Spring. So far these events have brought in over 

$1,500. Thank you to Dawn Larousse, Mary Levron, Dona McKee, Deana Shipley, Marue Soudelier, Larke 

Leonard, Coach Pauline, and Kelly Phillips for hosting these events. Head of School and Enrichment Teachers 

for the day will take place on April 24th.  This brought in over $900. 

VIP Experiences & Opportunities:  Several SMES parents and community members donated VIP Experienc-

es & Opportunities for the auction. Some of these events have already taken place and the students have 

thoroughly enjoyed these opportunities. These events have brought in over $3,000.  Thank you to the fol-

lowing donors: 

Chick-fil-A Manager for the day courtesy of Shannon Lewis 

Creative U Art teacher for the day courtesy of Karen McGowan 

Dentist for the Day courtesy of Dr. Steve Morgan 

P.O.V. Featured Writer courtesy of Brian Rushing 

PJ’s Barista for the day courtesy of Jeremy Griffin 

HTV News Anchor for the day courtesy of Martin Folse 

Funktion Salon Stylist for the day courtesy of Elizabeth Pulaski Duthu 

Coley’s Chef for the day courtesy of Nicole McGee 

Flute performance courtesy of Jennifer Dalferes 

Estate Planning package courtesy of Rachel Boquet 

Fishing Trip courtesy of Father Craig 

Twisted Fitness yoga party courtesy of Amber Berry 

Chartered Fishing Trip courtesy of Marty LaCoste 

 

Drama Club:  Mrs. Geralyn Percle has been working with the Drama Club afterschool on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays.  Their production, Snow White and the Seven Dudes, will be presented on May 7 at 9am and 

1pm in the Parish Hall.  Students in the club were assessed a $50.00 fee in order to purchase equipment.  

Generous donations for t-shirts, popsicles, and more have been provided by the parents of these students.  

Each cast member received a t-shirt today and are allowed to wear these shirts each Tuesday until the per-

formance date.  A popsicle sale is set for April 15 and 29 to cover additional costs.  Cast Members are:  Em-

ma Adams, Emma Authement, Katie Phillips, Mia Martin, Jonah LeBoeuf, Jase Griffin, Brennan Henry, Madi-

son Robichaux, Caden Pierce, Lola Steigner, Emily Marcel, Emily Leonard, Georgia Bice, Caroline Marcel, An-

na Bascle, Britta Pellegrin, Hayden Aldridge 


